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Facts THat You SHOULD KNow DISEASE 


The medical world classes Hansen’s disease “feebly com- 
the United States, endemic are foci limited 
Louisiana, Texas and Florida. Outside these states, Han- 
sen’s disease rarely communicated contacts that from 
the public health standpoint might considered 
tically non-communicable disease. The Leprosarium 
Carville was founded fifty-two years ago. date not single 
member the medical nursing staff has contracted the 


Doctors and nurses take very simple com- 
parable with those they would take with diphtheria, 
and other communicable diseases. 


Visitors are admitted freely, nor are they required take 
any special precautions. 


Patients are permitted visit their homes semi-annually 
for short periods. 


FACTS, based actual experience over long period 
years (the most valid scientific yardstick) furnish indubitable 
proof the remoteness the communicability 
disease. 

Since Hansen’s isolation the bacillus, hundreds at- 
tempts have been made grow artificial media but 
date none these have successfully met the requirements for 
proof, and all attempted innoculations animals have been 
unsuccessful the same extent. scientist more than 
145 recorded cases has been able infect himself other 
human volunteers attempted innoculation the germ. 


* * * * 


THE TRANSMISSION THE DISEASE THE BIG 
PROBLEM Hansen’s. Once that determined, the 6,000 
years old practice imprisoning person for life because 
happens sick will done away with. 


This paper, and all outgoing mail, sterilized before leaving the hospital. This done only gesture 
respect the unconvinced and not because there any scientific necessity for it. 


Prints pictures appearing THE STAR may purchased from Harris, Carville, Louisiana. 
This activity open all interested patients. THE STAR its entirety hand-set patients. 


Subscribers, kindly notify change address. STAR cannot forwarded. 
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THE STAR 


(Abridged from the book UNDER THE RED SUN permission the publisher, 
THE DECLAN McMULLEN COMPANY, New York.) 


This the true siory real 
and feel THE STAR must tell for although 
the guns War have ceased firing she still 
fighting battle. Her battlefield far removed from 
ours but the enemy the same disease. 
are proud salute our friend, Jozy, and pay well 
ceserved tribute her indomitable spirit never sur- 
render the enemy. 

Many stories greatness have come out the 
war, many stories «nd many books, but you've 
probabiy never heard this Manila girl who did 


much during those days the Philippine cam- 
paign when thousands American lives depended 
This Billy’s story. 

Born good Manila family 1917, endowed 
with beauty, intelligence and charm, she was 
bound the dream girl many lad’s heart. 

brilliant young doctor, Julio Ferrer, scion 
one the most distinguished families the 
country, fell love with Billy, wooed and won 
her. They had one child, girl with Billy’s own 
vivacity. When the happiness this family seem- 
perfect, was suddenly blasted. The medical 
verdict settled it. some mysterious way Billy 
had contracted leprosy 

was agreed that Billy should into seclusion. 
leprosarium, since these were controlled 
Japanese, was too horrible considered. 
She also made mother’s greatest sacrifice--sep- 
aration from her child. safe from infection, 
the little girl was entrusted the care friend. 
May i944, preparations had been completed 
for Billy into seclusion Baguio under 
doctor’s care. What this meant girl the 
bloom youth and young motherhood can only 
guessed. 

doctor Billy’s case violated the 
professional secret entrusted him. She was 
obliged leave Baguio. Returning Manila 
August, she spurned the limitations her illness 
and joined the underground. 

Her first big assignment was map 
cations the Manila waterfront. thorough 
job she penetrated again and again into the port 
area and other heavily guarded sectors. 

one occasion Japanese officers living near 
her home invited her officer’s party the 
Engineering Building the State University. 
The thought accepting such invitation was 
revolting. But the Japanese were heavily fortify- 
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ing the university compounds, and was great 
importance learn what was going on. She hid 
her feelings and went the party. 

With some others girls, Billy was shown about 
the buildings and campus and asked endless artless 
questions. Soon she saw large opening the 
ground behind the Engineering Building where 
busy soldiers were going and out. “What 
that?” she asked. 

“That’s air-raid shelter,” officer replied. 

“May 

The officer smiled, “Oh, no,” said lightly, 
“there nothing inside worth looking at.” 

They strolled on. When they came the cor- 
ner Isaac Peral Street and Taft Avenue, Billy 
saw another large hole inthe ground. She asked 
what was. 

“That another air-raid shelter,” the officer 
replied. 

that moment soldier out the hole, 
and Billy inwardly became excited. She recogniz- 
him one the soldiers she had seen enter- 
ing the hole behind the Engineering Building 
the far side the campus. The “air-raid shelter” 
was secret tunnel. It, too. was drawn her map. 

Later the fruits her careful mapping became 
apparent when the American bombers flew 
daily smash the targets she had marked for them. 

Toward the end January she was summoned 
her superior. The American Army had landed 
Lingayen and now pushed down into Bulacan 
and was preparing assault the capital. was 
equipped with maps furnished the underground, 
which showed the location every mine and 
tank trap the north side Manila. They 
showed wide sector east Blumentritt Street 
free mines, but recent investigation revealed 
that mines had been densely sown there. The 
Americans would naturally attack this point and 
would charge headlong into gory trap. Thousands 
American lives depended the arrival 
corrected map the headquarters the Thirty- 
Seventh Division before the assault began. But 
attempt pass the Japanese lines was project 
before which the hardiest man would blanch. 
utmost daring and the quickest wits were needed. 
they called for Billy Ferrer. 

She received instructions what after 
she reached the American lines, but none how 
get there; she had devise her own plans. 
The headquarters the Thirty-Seventh Division 
were then Calumpit, sixty kilometers north 
Manila. The Japanese army lay between. Every 
road and footpath was guarded brief intervals, 


and every passer-by was searched. 

Since travelers who rode were likely 
searched more than pedestrians, she decided 
walk Calumpit. This itself required uncommon 
courage. For young woman alone foot 
through that dangerous country, infested not only 
with Japanese, but with ruffians and brigands 
every turn, would have shaken the nerve 
almost any other woman. She taped the map 
her skin between the shoulderblades and, dis- 
tract Japanese rolled blan- 
ket like soldier’s knapsack. 

She reached Malolos, little more than halfway 
Calumpit, without serious molestation. The 
Japanese guards, seeing woman with pack 
trudging the road, did not think she could 
going much further. they gave her rather per- 
functory searching. But Malolos the news she 
received was bad. The Japanese were fighting 
the Hukbalahaps just ahead and, since either side 
would kill her caught her, further advance 
along the road was impossible. There remained 
but one hope getting around the conflicting 
forces--to take the river. She hired banca 
Hagonoy, but scarcely had they left Malolos 
behind, when they were pursued six bancas 
filled with river pirates. Her banca was swift 
one and they kept ahead the the way 
Hagonoy. From here she had still fourteen 
kilometers walk Calumpit. She arrived 
there three hours late. The Thirty-Seventh had 
advanced its headquarters, and she had tramp 
back all the way Malolos. 

Finally reaching the American lines she asked 
for Captain Blair. She went through long series 
questions and answers trap her 
she were Japanese agent, but she had been care- 
fully drilled before setting out. After much shut- 
tling about she was brought Captain Blair, who 
put her through further questioning. Suddenly 
demanded: “Where the map?” She had not 
spoken map, but nothing surprised her any 
more. When she had handed over, the captain 
opened her presence. very large 
map, revealing the position all the mines and 
traps the north side Manila. The captain 
swore when saw the great mined section east 
Blumentritt. Then asked how she had slip- 
ped through the Japanese lines. had 
finished her story, swore again, “By 
exploded. never dreamed that Filipino women 
had such courage.” 

She entered Manila with the Thirty-Seventh 


and once set work toaid the suffering people 
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the city. The captain had given her pass 
which enabled her anywhere, even the 
front lines. Into the the south 
side, through the roar conflagrations, 
the scream and crash shells and the crackle 
machine -gun fire she angel 
Such was her reckles for bullets and 
shells that American disbelievingly 
exclaimed,“ That woman too brave for me.” 

She was not reckless others caring for them. 
She had the word experienced doctors that 
contrary popular opinion, the danger infec- 
tion from articles touched person with lepro- 
was 

When the carnage had ceased she had find 
place stay. Her home was gone, her property 
gone and she had only the clothes her back. 
The found her little room the ruined 
laboratories the Ateneo. 

One day she sent urgent message. Some 
one had notified the commander the military po- 
lice that she had leprosy and had advised that she 
segregated. hurried the Ateneo and 
that doctor had informed her. 

went see friendly sergeant, while Billy fol- 
lowed with look pathos shall never for- 
get. With the sergeant’s help got her out the 
college and brought her the family Lulu 
Reyes. However, the Reyes family were moving 
the Ateneo five days which gave little 
time find Billy place refuge. 

about the leprosarium the second day. keep 
repeating the word myself. first had 
horrible sound. forcing myself repeat it, 
getting used it. like the taste for olives: 
you have cultivate may ‘évent- 
ually come like the Novaliches.” 

the third day that all probabil- 
ity Novaliches would be, since all our efforts had 
failed. went out the following day inspect 
the place. Such another God-and-man-forsaken 
place that Novaliches leprosarium hope never 
see. the midst wilderness high saw 
grass lay cluster frame houses. The director, 
good man, showed about. The patients 
squatted the ground lay mats the 
floors. They were given weekly ration food, 
not half what they needed; this they ccoked 
for themselves. They had gather their own 
wood their water for washing, laundry and drink- 
ing. The wards were foul; disinfectants were 


The patients, learned, had become 


brutalized from despair and the sense their 
abandonment. 

From inspection, came away stricken 
the heart. Must pure, highly cultured girl 
sent such place? What was the crime these 
people that they were still treated inhumanly 
their fellow men? Billy had said, there 
pity for any other disease, there are foundations 
for the study cancer tuberculosis but for 
three thousand years victims leprosy have been 
the outcasts the race. 

told Billy exactly what had seen. was 
best that she knew the worst and prepared for 
it. The only consolation could give her was 
spiritual. God must have some special work for 
her do, her, among those poor people. 
was taking from her support and 
society men, was because meant replace 
these infinitely stronger and sweeter intim- 
acy with Himself. “Consider,” said, “that you 
are going austere Carmel, where 
Christ awaits you.” 

the following afternoon took her there, 
Lulu and another her loyal friends went with us. 
jested and laughed the whole way. When 
drove into the compound and Billy saw for the 
first time the crude houses, she turned with 
asmile and how you like 
convent?” 

What that brave smile cost her can not guess. 
had supper there with the director: then 
had go. The girls kissed her good by: shook 
her hand. She knelt down and asked for 
blessing. When gave it, climbed into the car 
and drove away. long were sight, she 
stood there, smiling and waving farewell. 

This the story Billy--“one the greatest 
heroes the war,“a woman who had been 
much men. and who from men received re- 
turn fate cruel. heroine? This they would 
willingly admit; but, they would add--a leper. 


This Billy Ferrer known Joey Guer- 
rero and the story the transformation she has 
brought Novaliches courageous her war 
record. Our first contact with Joey was brought 
about November 1945 through letter Miss 
Marie Dachauer Sacramento, Calif. sent our 
resident Catholic Chaplain, Father Abbott Paul. 
Father furnished copy this letter, relating 
conditions Novaliches and felt had 
get help these patients. told the story 
our patients and they inmediately came forward 
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with wearing apparel, games, books and magazi- 
nes for them. The Filipino patients this hospi- 
tal paid the shipping charges these first boxes 
they also did later shipments. contacted 
Perry Burgess, President the Leonard Wood 
Memorial, who was trip the Philip- 
pines that time. went see Joey this 
trip and then wrote that all was bad not 
worse than she had related and that Joey wasa 
lovely, cultured person. 

Joey’s first job was win the confidence her 
fellow patients. This she did kindness and 
helpfulnes never sparing herself. she wrote 
her first letter us, “During the Japanese regime 
and during the liberation, the horror, the massacre, 
the unspeakable devastation and ruin are beyond 
comprehension. Then came here stay find 
sick, crippled, starving people lying 
pieces straw the floor, everything filthy 
mess, the patients moving around like skeletons 
strings, bundled hardly covered with cloth- 
ing, eating cats and dogs. When saw these things 
took every vestige courage had. 
felt like just leaving the place great hurry. 
had never seen case leprosy, except own, 
until went Novaliches. You must know how 
felt! Now everything different because they 
all depend like little children. have found 
great peace and happiness this forced exile and 
everything about has taught better 
person. have and understanding 
others.” Besides teaching the children, minist- 
ering the sick, burying the dead Joey solicited 
the assistance her friends for these patients but 
there was suchan unbelievable deficiency food, 
clothing, medicine, hospital equipment, bedding, 
bandages, and medical care that even this help 
lasted only short time. 

She next tried the Bureau Health. 
She enlisted the aid influential friends bring 
the plight the patients before the authorities only 
told that the government has available 
funds. last resort she appealed her friend 
Aurora Quezon, daughter the late President 
Quezon, lay the facts before the representatives 
the press. The result— newspaper stories made 
one’s blood run cold but they were factual. 

Early December 1947 received from Joey 
copy PHILIPPINES FREE PRESS dated 
November 22, 1947 carrying story the reforms 
which have been Part that story 
reads, “This the Tala (Novaliches) Leprosarium 
which was described hell-hole early this year. 
Today, things have changed for the better. The 
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patients are and longer have 
sleep the the story bring 
out that new dormitories, chapels, and other 
buildings are being erected. shows stringed 
orchestra patients playing foran entertainment, 
Joey taking time out dance with patient, the 
children playing basketball and above all clean 
hospital wards attended doctors. The story con- 
tinues, “Promin and diasone are now available 
limited quantities. Nursing aids have been increas- 
and two more nurses will added the pres- 
ent staff three. dentist and alaboratory tech- 
nician have been added the list personnel 
and the operating room facilities have been im- 
proved with the acquisition more surgical ins- 
truments from UNRRA Surplus Property 
Commission. Conditions the leprosarium to- 
day are afarcry from what they were months 
ago and shows what the government can when 
after requisite prodding the press, tries.” 
Joey would like ccme Carville and become 
arrested case that she may return her 
people better equipped care for them and 
example what modern treatment, 
amounts, can for victims leprosy. She could 
have come here during the Japanese occupation 
but that time she felt her work with the under- 
ground much more important than 
Now that that work completed she realizes that 
the Philippines she needs her health. won- 
der the law provides financial reimbursement for 
the Filipino Scouts for their part the past war 
why some such consideration given 
this girl who risked her all for the common cause 
freedom. She not asking monetary compen- 


sation but chance for health she can of. 


further service those who look her for guid- 
ance world which seems them de- 
void friends. 


Marie Dachauer Sacramento, Calif., had the 
Father Luis Torralba who had visited them. 
She responsible for the shipment many thou- 
sands pounds supplies them and has 
founded organization send further aid. Miss 
Dachauer gave her position manager 
department store devote her full time this 
work. 


When you finish reading THE STAR will you please 
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Six hundred veteran radio listeners turned out 
pay homage their favorite radio brat, Charlie 
McCarthy, and his favorite “stooge,” Edgar Bergen, 
their visit here February. They lined the 
walk leading the theater ard surged across the 
lawn the vanguard the visiting cars came inta 
sight. 

The suppressed excitement that had been kindled 
five days preparing for this our first visit from 
such distinguished entertainer was partially re- 
lieved the repeated cheers the Bergens, Edgar 
and his lovely wife, alighted from their limousine 
and led the way the red carpet that had been 
laid for these royal guests the veranda the re- 
creation hall. You could feel the tenseness set- 
tling again they stocd with Dr. Johansen 
admiring the welccme banrers stretching across 
the balcony and then Dr. Johansen presented the 
foot mahogany key “To lock this day securely 
your your visit will locked ours.” 


know whether was the contagious 
laughter Frances Bergen the humor the 
words presentation whether was 
quip its conclusion that had chisel and 
saw could make the key talk, but all our 
restraint was suddenly gone and into 
the theater, friends. were ready for big 
afternoon and Bergen, his creations and troupe, 
delivered almost hour what called the 
laugh treatment. 

Charlie McCarthy’s constant needling his co- 
performer with “What would you without me?” 
seems have had its effect for Edgar stepped out 
and did solo routine that was hilarious. With 
the help felt do-nut hat presented series 
Norwegian sea captain. Throw few feats 
and you may have seen preview things 
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Bergen And McCarthy Inaugurate Laugh Treatment 


come, Charles should ever the victim 
wood rot. 

Pat Patrick, the recalcitrant Professor Twing, 
the Standard Products radio program, fought 
losing battle with Johnny’s battery cameramen 
and finally threw tizzy and gave lecturing 
his last expedition the South Seas 
audience, convulsed with laughter, was net show- 
ing the proper respect for him. 

There was scarcely breathing space between 
laughs Mr. Bergen followed with skit featur- 
ing Effie Klinger, his old maid puppet, and then 
brought down the house with Mortimer Snerd, 
but was Charley who capped the 
entertainment submitting physical exami- 
ration and operation Dr. Edgar and Nurse 


Frances. more need said the McCarthy 
fans and explanation could Charley 
McCarthy and Edgar Bergen act justice those 
who have never seen nor heard the pair, but 
you have both seen and heard them you will never 
forget them. 

Edgar Bergen hopes that his visit will help 
influence other shows touring the hospitals visit 
here. Mr. Bergen also had thought Hansen’s 
disease. said, “Of course, laugh now how 
stupid they were three four hundred years ago 
about the witchcraft New England all that but 
are just stupid today. 
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CARVILLE CALLERS 


Lois Ransom, Assistant Director Physical 


Medicine and Rehabilitation Section, United 
States Public Health Service, Washington, D.C. 
shown above earnestly discussing rehabilitation 
THE STAR office. She assistant Dr. A.W. 
Reggio who visited Carville for week last May. 

Miss Ransom said good physical therapist 
lined for the Carville assignment and when 
funds become available the project will carried 
therapist sought. She keenly interested Dr. 
Reggio this program saying, disease 
presents the greatest challenge physical 
that have ever encountered.” 

She Secretary the American Physical Ther- 
apy Association and War II. 
She entered the Public: Health; with litile 
seeking more information. Her visit Carville 
January was for first hand inform ation the needs 
physical therapy here. 


Father Barry, Dominican priest, who has 
been chaplain the leprosarium Chacacha- 
care, Trinidad, British West Indies for years, 
told his recent visit that promin and dia- 
sone are having the same good results there here. 
Although the hospital island miles from 
the mainland runaways used frequent occur- 
rences they are now rare because the patients are 
encouraged over their physical improvement. 
Diasone was started years ago and promin 
years. Father gives about promin 


Visitors from foreign fields are not rarity and 
they include ministers, missionaries, doctors, nur- 
ses and lay workers. January Archbishop 
Louis Mathios and Father Murray Madras, 
India, were with Father Frederick Bergs 
Chicago, Ill. Mr. and Mrs. J.Y. Croonr, Bakouma, 
French Equatorial Africa and Dr. E.B. Pearson 
the Disciples Christ Congo Mission, Africa, spent 
several days here. The Doctors Ramon Paterno 
Manila, Philippines, who had been traveling 
for several months Europe for their government 
and had visited Surgeon General Thomas Parran 
Washington, dropped for short visit. The 
wife this team doctors personal friend 
Joey Guerrero Dr. Kan, Medical 
Officer Canton, China, working under the 
nister Health, who the States studying tro- 
pical diseases, spent the day here observe treat- 
ment with sulfa drugs. not aleprologist but 
keenly interested considering devoting 
tire time the problem when returns China. 


Dr. Jaime Planos ‘left), Barcelona, Spain, was 
brought Carville Dr. Waldemar Metz, con- 
sultant, plastic surgery, who endearing himself 
the patients. Dr. Metz has been operating 
patients for the past six months and feels greatly 
encouraged the results his work. Thatis 
understatement what the patients concerned 
feel. While plastic surgery slow process some 
patients have already been helped and Dr. Metz 
has great enthusiasm for his work wellas per- 
sonal interest the patients. every opportu- 
nity brings some one Carville with him. Dr. 
Planos, brilliant young surgeon, the protégé 
Dr. Rudolph Matas New Orleans and is, him- 
self, interested plastic surgery. 
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Dr. and Mrs. Leo Spears the Spears 


ium. Chiropractic institution for the treatment 
acute and chronic diseases, Denver, Colo., were 
Carville January discussing his research and 
work with disease. 

Dr. Spears has long “desired research into 
the cause and cure certain called ‘incurable’ 
diseases, especialiy leprosy”. went Kalaupara, 
Molokai, Hawaii investigate the disease 
from entirely different angle than the germ 
theory. After much came the con- 
clusion that every patient there was nerve 
being pinched which needed adjustment. When 
asked patient group what treatment would 
recommend replied, “Spinal adjustments, proper 
diet for each condition and colon irrigation. 
would like try this treatment alone one 
group Hansen patients and another the same 
treatment plus the sulfa drugs res- 
ponded more readily.” said the climate 
part Louisiana, due the penetration the 
rays, was not conducive rapid recovery. 


When asked had ever tried his theories out 


had treated six cases (all Mexicans) and they com- 
pletely cleared period months Colorado. 
None have become reactivated his knowledge. 
Dr. Spears has fear the disease because does 
not think “transferable from one another” 
because “in instance has there been... proof that 
germs caused it.“ 


Henry Schopen, Assistant Director Nur- 
ses, Cedar Lebanon Hospital, Los Angeles, Cal- 


ifornia, spent afternoon going over the hospital 
recently. 


Mr. and Mrs. Edgar Bergen and Pat Patrick, 
who performed for early February were ac- 
companied Carville Mr. Bergen’s manager, 
W.C. “Bill” Welsh Hollywood; E.J. Guillery, 
Manager, Standard Products, Inc.; Ken Gormin 
the Times-Picayune; Director 
Applewhite, Public Health Service and D.B. 


Washburn all New Orleans. 


Visitors Dr. G.L. Fite’s, resident Pathologist, 
pictured with him January were: (left 
right) Dr. Jerome Syverton, Professor Micro- 
biology, L.S.U. School Medicine, New Orleans, 
Louisiana; Dr. Norman Conant (Ph.D) Asst. 
Professor Bacteriology, Duke University School 
Medicine and Mycologist Duke Hospital, Dur- 
ham, North Carolina and right) Dr. Rus- 
sel Holman, Professor Pathology, 
School Medicine New Orleans. The picture 
was taken STAR staff photographer J.P. Harris, 
tour inspection conducted Dr. Fite, 
which included talk THE STAR office with 
editor. 


Mission Lepers, with offices New 


York City, found Carville quite changed’ 


after absence years. wasn’t just new 
buildings. Mr. Currier declared, but the high mor- 
ale and the spirit good fellowship among the 
patients which said could feel all around 
him. had come South visit his son, violinist, 
who studying New Orleans. day two 
after Mr. Currier’s visit, M.S. “Doc” Moore, secret- 
ary the Souhwestern office the Mission 
Dallas, Texas, was here for visit. 
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FORTY AND EIGHT ENTERTAINMENTS 


Mike Acosta, Chef Gare, passe, Voiture 
340, Baton Rouge, enjoys good time asmuch 
bringing others. Tuesday evening, Jan. 13, 
brought Billy Claiborne’s Barn Dance Band, 
which plays the American Legion Community 
Club Baton Rouge weekly, Carville for ev- 
ening dancing. This band proved one 
the most popular ever play here. Thursday 
afternoon the same week they dedicated their 
broadcast from Baton Rouge (WJBO) the pa- 

Pilant, Baton Rouge Voyageur, accompa- 
nied Mike Acosta Carville. 

Howell May, Grand Chef Gare Louisiana, 
passe, brought down floor show Friday even- 
ing, January This jolly show was presented 
the employees the Louisiana Division Em- 
ployment Security Baton Rouge and sponsored 
Carville Voiture Locale No. 902,40 

Carvillians enjoy nothing more than good laugh 
and the four fellows dressed the Andrew sisters 
certainly furnished the merriment. The Hill Bil- 


lies, two gals and accordion, tickled our funny 


bones with their numbers but when the Hula 
Hula dancer appeared her grass skirt Carville’s 
male population moved closer the stage. 

Howell emceed and told several jokes. One was 
phoning while Forty and Eight meet- 
ing was progress. She asked what was the mean- 
ing the name the organization. Howell laugh- 
ingly told her meant women and men. 
She hastily replied, “Well, you can tell hus- 
band come there will only men.” 
After the show local Voyageur remarked the 
story would have told reverse Carville 
for there are almost men every woman. 


PATIENTS VOTE 


the registered patient voters turned out 
Tuesday, January exercise their right 
vote. This the first time since have been 
patients here that have enjoyed this privilege, 
the Louisiana Legislature passing the law 1946. 

The Jones ticket received the majority 
the votes. Runners-up were members the James 
Morrison ticket. Both Jones and Morrison con- 
ducted campaign meetings the hospital prior 
the first primary. the gubernatorial candi- 
dates Jones received votes, Morrison 23, Kennon 
and Long 
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Patients viewing the Stinson Voyager which landed 
our golf course. 


Our golf course has been used for many things 
besides golf but until March 31, 1946 we'd never 
thought runway for planes. That after- 
noon were very surprised have Piper Cub 
taxi down the golf course and settle front the 
base ball grandstand. case mistaken 
direction for the pilot was surprised learn this 
wasn’t Baton Rouge. 

However, recently had Stinson Voyager 
land out there purpose. The arrival plane 
caused great excitement and patients flocked out 
the golf course for closer was owned 
the Hutcherson Paint and Floor Covering 
Co. Shreveport, La. Mr. Hutcherson and Mr. 
Mitchell had flown down over some repair 
and paint work which they desired bid on, 


PUBLIC HEALTH NURSES TRAIN HERE 


Since the United States Public Health Service 
adopted the policy sending their nurses 
hospital for months special training 
disease six have completed their training. Two 
nurses are sent time. 

present Marjorie Tatro Attleboro, Mass. 
and Dorotha Jackson Neligh, Nebraska are 
duty here. 

Miss Tatro studied Sturdy Memorial Hospital 
Attleboro and came Carville from Staten Is- 
land Hospital, New York. She was with the Army 
India for years. 

Miss Jackson trained Presbyterian Hospital, 
Chicago. She came here from the Public 


Health Service Lexington, Kentucky. During 
the war she spent years Alaska with the PHS 
loan the Territory Alaska. 

The nurses say they have read little text books 
about Hansen’s disease and are glad receive 
first hand information. Both are members the 
American Legion. 


Paul Owen Atlanta, Ga., presents 
Starling, Georgia Chairman, Carville Hospital 
Committee, Forty and Eight, the “R. Paul Owen 
Award” given the Georgia Voiture which 
does the most outstanding work for the patients 
and THE STAR during the year. Looking 
are Herbert Shobe, Grand Gare 
Georgia and Chef Chemin Fer Guy Land 
Clarksdale, Missisippi. THE STAR coin box, the 
idea Wallace Blackley Atlanta who had them 
made his personal expense, was adopted the 
Mid-Winter the Grand Voiture 
Georgia, held Savannah, January 17, 
placed each Voiture collect fines and contri- 
butions for social service work among the patients. 
The Voyageurs Georgia are doing out- 
standing job sending subscriptions, press, 
equipment and social service contributions. 

reported last August Georgia led the na- 
tion subscriptions and contributions. 
South Carolina was the runner-up. This year there 
spirited race between Georgia under Starling’s 
leadership and South Carolina under Jim Sheppard. 


GRATEFUL ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 


THE STAR 


Each aiming for 1,000 subscriptions plus 
Voitures quota the press fund drive. (At the last 
Promenade Nationale, Forty and Eight, resol- 
was passed requesting every Voiture the 
contribute least $10 toward the purchase 


this press.) are watching tabulating 


the progress this race with keen interest. Our 
one wish that some the other states would 
enter upon similar program. 

Besides contributions for social service work, 
collected through the coin boxes, Georgia spon- 
soring Bingo Games the receipts which are ap- 
plied our equipment fund. Savannah had her 
first September, the second one Decem- 
ber and Atlanta held one January. The money 
from these games paid for the much needed Ad- 
dressograph supplies and equipment, the difference 
our stapling machine not covered the check 
from Parke-Davis and Co. (STAR DECEMBER), 
enabled order adding machine, postage 
scales and other musts. That equipment fund 
necessity worked overtime keeping our shop 
running. 


continued page 
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During the holidays Winifred 
that equipment thoughtful way 
saying “Merry Christmas.” 

Robert House Kenmore, New York, 
his personal check for the press 
fund and Milton Hyatt Portland. Oregon had 
Voyageur friend, Earl Goodwin send his. 

Our mending project being kept alive the 
American Legion Auxiliary, Department Loui- 
siana. Recently have received checks from the 
Units Sulphur, Eunice, Opelousas ard the Pre- 
sident the 7th District. Mrs. Primrose. 

The Wiley-Pevy Unit No. Minden, Loui- 
siana has sent check cover the next months 
services the reader for the blind. 

Contributions our social service fund 
been received from Dr. Unsworth New Orleans; 
Lucille Hansen, Panora, lowa; Mrs. 
cer, Frankfort, Ind. and Roisa Mary Gregories 
Oakland. Calif. Mrs. Geo. Little Warren, 
Ohio sent box games, books and puzzles. 

From time time have people send cash 
for subscriptions our choosing sent Lib- 
raries, Nursing and Medical Schools. Anita Una, 
patient Kalaupapa, Molakai, Hawaii; Dr. and 
Mrs. Hurwitz, director the Palo Seco Leprosa- 
rium the Canal Zone and Helen Kaufman 
New York added this fund recently. 
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Mute proof that winter descended 
Louisiana this past January. have had 
ice, sleet, snow flurries, hail, rain and last, 
most welcome, some sunshine. For three 
weeks there were more days 
weather than not and decide 
moved the North took re- 
sidence the South. This picture was taken 
Sister Hilary. 


Albert Martin decided reverse the custom 
birthday parties and his natal day invited many 
his friends the STAR press room for refresh- 
ments. About patients attended and Albert cut 
the cakes and served the best tradition good 
host. 


Better late than never--in the January STAR 
failed express our appreciation S.H. Butler 
office for the cooperation carpenters and elec- 
tricians making our Christmas party success. 


Place your public library 
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THREE CHEERS FOR LEAP YEAR 


1948 Leap Year! Why there extra day 
this month and how come all this year gals can 
speak ou: piece. wondered, too, and this what 
found out. 

When Julius Caesar rearranged the old calendar 
was divided into three hundred sixty-five and 
one fourth days, therefore every four years whole 
day has accumulated the 29th added the 
month February and everything comes out even. 


How come the gals are free the proposing? 
Therein lies story. Ever since the year 1288 leap 
year has been open season elusive bachelors, 
and it’s all perfectly lawful, too. ‘Twas that year 
Scotland that this law came into being: “It stated 
and ordained that during the reign her most 
blessed majesty for the year known leap year 
all maiden ladies both high and low estate shall 
have liberty bespeak the man she likes, albeit 
refuses take her his lawful wife, shall 
mulcted the sum one pound less, his 
estate may be; except through proof can make 
then shall free.” 


plain English the fellow your choice either 
married you paid the fine. Boy, boy, 
there were some smart lawmakers way back yonder 
the 13th century, maybe some spinster 
daughters. From that day this, dear girls, has 
been perfectly speak your minds least 
once four years. Afraid can’t thing 
about any guy who wriggles out this 
pay the fine but let him get out. 

the male population outnumbers the female 
population here (as leprosaria all over the world) 
about three one ‘you should have pretty 
good choice. course, now, gals who have 
captured our “hims” before this date charge you 
remember the part the law about making 
“appear betrothed another” and hands off 
those territories. 


From all reports Dan Cupid very active down 
this way again and wedding bells have been ringing 
for some our couples and more will ringing 
the month come. The idea waste much 
time making your mind whom you want ac- 
company you the rest life’s journey else 
one the gals might beat you it. 

Should you newcomer let give you tip. 
old adage says the way man’s heart 
through his stomach and nowhere could that 
truer than here. Not one these guys, matter 
how elusive, will turn down invitation din- 


ner your house. After good dinner, fine cigar 
and some soft radio music agreeable 
any suggestion you spring him. course, don’t 
work too fast might cost you several afternoons 
cooking before the time just right pop the 
question but just sure and after dinner 
and not before. (It took two solid years cook- 
ing before trapped Hank don’t get discouraged, 
gals, the going seems slow). 

your culinary achievements are limited there 
are lots ready share our recipes with you 
and even lend helping hand your first efforts 
and just between gals— the fellow 
doesn’t need know we're tricking him into this. 
The first thing better master crispy brown 
fried chicken for most the Carville guys this 
the most beautiful bird the world. 


We're the suggestions but it’s you 
carry them through. anxious know 
how you come out how about letting know 
the big news soon possible. Good luck, gals, 
and happy hunting! 


Leap Year with its privileges has come and yours 
truly took over the reins from the editor for this 
issue. the number seems bit frivolous 
and feminine just remember exercising our 
right have our say. 


St. Day and why the custom send- 
ing Valentines. The origin exchanging love 
tokens shrouded mystery for there nothing 
the life the serious-minded St. Valentine, 
Roman Bishop, which any such observance could 
One explanation that the birds began 
mate this date, and the practice young people 
choosing their Valentines that day originated 
from this idea. Another explanation connects the 
modern celebration the day with the observance 
the Roman Festival Lupercalia, which occured 
Feb. 15. this time, the story goes, each young 
man drew from box the name lady who was 
his sweetheart for the year. supposed 
that this the origin some the sentimental 
features St. Valentine’s Day. 


NOTICE SUBSCRIBERS 
When sending change address THE STAR give old 


address well new. This necessary locate your ad- 
dress our files. 
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ANN PAGE’S THE LADIES 


When took residence Carville, Esperanza 
(the English translation that name Hope) was 
very sick girl constantly confined the hospital 
but never without hope for better health. 

time went and began teaching school 
she was often thoughts. Imagine delight 
when one morning she appeared school her 
wheelchair enrolled. The years have marched 
along and has her schooling. She has mastered 
the English language and enjoys reading and oft- 
times reads others not fortunate she. 

make not lot difference her for she 
remains young heart. Esperanza one those 
people who has birthday only every years 
(Feb. 29). When many yearly birthdays too 
rapidly arrive, putting another candle the cake 
and another year our ages, woud nice 
add only one year every four. 

very happy birthday, Esperanza, and may the 
next years full hopes becoming realities. 


Mary Cross, A-1 patient seamstress, always 
swamped with sewing. She says this year has started 
out busier than ever because Carville’s femmes 
have become conscious the new look and all 
hems are being let down. 

From where sit, looking out the window the 
icicles, new look not, something had done 
protect our freezing legs. 

live sunny Louisiana, the Chamber 
Commerce advertises, but our concrete walks 
turned into slick.ice skating rink week-ends 
succession January. After dozen more 
bad falls the walks had salted down pre- 
vent fractures. Brrr! Why doesn’t the new look 
also include red flannels? 


The patience Job —well Miss Ruth has it, too. 
For the better part year she has daily herded 
the small fry this community into her room for 
knitting lessons. The sweaters these youngsters are 
turning out are surprisingly devoid dropped 
stitches and makes some older folks re— 


luctant admit they can beat the knitting 
game. 


Have you seen the hand crocheted bags Annie, 
Miss Ella and Mary have been making? not 
missed something —take from gal who 
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owns one. recent vacation trip many was the 
admiring eye and time and time again proudly 
said “Why, you can’t imagine the number lovely 
things our girls make. Sweaters that are dreams, 
darling crocheted tea and scarfs and em- 
broidered linens. The girls may lot chat- 
tering but there are lots reedles clicking the 
same time.” 


The Quality Shop just few steps the 
hall from THE STAR offices. Jane there most 
the time and she’s always ready show you 
the newest lip stick shade your favorite per- 
fume powder not stock make special 
effort get for you. Crochet embroidery 
thread, knitting varn, zippers, hose, lingerie, sweat- 
ers, dresses along with dozens cute knick-knacks 
for your room gifts are found here. 
Jane for help selecting just the right thing for 
each occasion. 


Jane and Benny are both recent cortest winners. 
Each them responded “15 Best Uses 
Contest” which they saw advertised LIFE 
zine and shortly before Christmas they received 
letters from THE PROCTOR AND GAMBLE CO. 
notifying them they had each won Motorola 
radio-phonograph. 

Jane, newspaper heart, wrote them 
about our running this and received 
response letter from R.G. Egan the Division 
Public Relations stating the compary would de- 
lighted for use it. 

Our congratulations these lucky patients ard 
know have much pleasure from these 
radio-phonographs when they arrive and get con- 
verters them overcome this direct current 
have here. 


he’d better stick saw and hammer. Left some 
beans soaking the other morning when came 
work. Thinking he’d surprise put them 
cook and went sleep. awakened with the 
radio blaring commercial coffee with 
can even smell the vile stuff,” thought, but 
alas what smelled was the beans burning up. 
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FURTHER FACTS 


Despite the fact that among the many leprosaria scattered 
throughout the world thousands well workers, religious and 
lay have been daily association with the patients, the in- 
cidence infection very small. some these cases reas- 
onable doubt existed whether the individual acquired 
the infection the This especially true when 
where the disease occurs frequently when the disease 
known have existed the family. During its years 
hundreds persons from neighboring communities 
have been employed the Carville Leprosarium plumbers, 
painters, cafeteria help, clerical workers, laboratory techni- 
cians etc., with but one possible exception native this 
endemic section) not single member the personnel has 
contracted the disease. This remarkable record, consider- 
ing that this hospital located almost within the heart the 
most endemic section the most endemic state the Union 
and one would expect more cases develop sheer coin- 


the much publicized case Father Damien his biograph- 
ers assert that “The good father never took any precautions 
against infection but lived continuously under unhygienic 
His successor, Brother Joseph Dutton, worked 
daily intimate contact with patients for over years without 
contracting the disease. 


1874 Armauer Hansen, Norwegian physician, an- 
nounced his discovery the germ which causes the disease. 
appearance and size closely resembles the germ which 
causes tuberculosis, the tubercle bacillus. single 
impossible for the “Laboratory” distinguish between 
the two germs. 


Hansen’s not included the list quarantinable dis- 
eases New York State and patients that State are subject 


man woman may remain perfect physical health for 


cidence. What tuberculosis sanatorium can point such 


years after contracting Hansen’s disease. Half the patients now 


Carville could sit unnoted any social gathering. 


The condition which should officially known Hansen’s disease some other scientifically accurate and descriptive 
name called “leprosy” because erroneous translation the Bible. The Greek word “lepra” had been used the 
writings attributed Hippocrates refer vague group scaly conditions the skin regarded having serious im- 
portance. The translators the Hebrew Testament into Alexandrian Greek (the Septuagint) about 100 B.C. used the 
word lepra their effort find Greek equivalent for “Zaraath.” The writers the New Testament followed the 


the Greek Septuagint. The confusion between the Biblical and modern use the word cause suffering 
thousands people throughout the world. 


Even superficial reading the thirteenth chapter Leviticus sufficient convince any physician that the six seven 
conditions which are defined under the Hebrew word had nothing common with what called tocay. 
The repeated expression throughout the Old Testament, leprous snow, may applied vitiligo psoriasis but 
could never any acrobatics the imagination applied infection with bacillus. 


The most characteristic features infection with Hansen’s bacillus (such nerve involvement with loss sensation 
the extremities) are nowhere mentioned. The description leprosy garments and leprosy houses should conclusive 
proof that not the name disease and certainly not the disease that call leprosy. 


The clue the significance this condition among the ancient Hebrews found the numerous cases which 
leprosy described being affliction which the result Divine displeasure (as the case Miriam) being 


sign Divine power (as the case Moses) being miraculously cured bathing the Jordan (as the case 


The word leprosy quite obviously was applied not disease the skin but mark blemish which rendered 
person ritualistically unclean. 


One important feature leprosy described the New Testament confirms the view that was thought essentially 
mark taboo. Other diseases the New Testament are described being “healed” “cured.” Leprosy, however, des- 
cribed being 


When this simple, and believe, true explanation Biblical leprosy understood and accepted, great step will 
taken toward the elimination the irrational leprophobia today. 


Dr. Lendrum, Assistant Professor Medicine, University Illinois, College Medicine, Chicago; Dr. Everest 
McEwen, Rush Medical College, Chicago; The Jewish Encyclopedia, Vol. VIII; and other authoritative sources. 
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